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of property which prevailed among them rapidly dis-
sipated their wealth.

The time has come when the defects of our social
organization must no longer be ignored, and when it is
incumbent upon all lovers of Islaam to fearlessly point
out those defects, be the consequences what they may.
We are unable to preserve wealth, because we are
unable to make family settlements or testamentary
dispositions of our property. The sure expectancy of
a share of his father's property naturally makes the
Mohammadan unwilling to exert all his powers or un-
able to put forth all his efforts in grappling with the
difficulties of life, and prevents him from acquiring
that education and training which the unaided exercise
of the faculties alone can give, and which form the
only sure foundation of social advancement.

The consequence is that we are unable to preserve
our wealth or improve our social position, because the
extravagant habits which the Mohammadan learns
during his father's life-time makes him improvident
after his father's death.

We are also unable to acquire wealth, Because
wealth is accumulated by trade and commerce, because
trading and commercial speculations require large
capitals, and because the compulsory subdivision of
assets amongst us prevents the continuance of large
capitals.

.   No community can be said to be progressing in
which persons bora and bred among the lower orders